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at least some degree of authority in native hands,     CHAP.
XXVII
where it  is almost certain to be exceeded and      ___*
abused, The duty of an European and Christian go-
vernment, under such circumstances, is difficult, but
it is obvious. Such a government, while cautiously
abstaining from giving approval or encouragement
to any form of false religion, should not only main-
tain and administer even-handed justice among all
its subjects, whatever their creed, but it should be
careful to make it apparent that such is the fact. It
should enter into no disputes between rival parties,
nor between rival sections of parties ; but it should
compel all to respect the rights of their fellow-
subjects and the peace of society.
Interference beyond this,, were it not forbidden by
higher motives, is at variance with sound policy.
Those in whose favour it should be exercised would
not be grateful. The native character is by no means
deficient in shrewdness, and the exhibition by a
Christian government of a preference for either of
the creeds of India would be regarded, even by the
votaries of the favoured system, with suspicion, per-
haps with contempt; while, to the opposite party,
such preference, if frequently exercised or long per-
sisted in, would be the prelude to revolt. The British
government in India must know its subjects only as
members of the great family of human nature, and
of the civil community over which that government
has been called to exercise sway. It cannot destroy
the wide-spread elements of danger from religious
fermentation, but it must be careful to render them